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THE “ WAR COMMITTEE'S" REPORT.

We yesterdsy gave a portion of the long-pro-
mised report of the Congressional (Committee on
the * Conduect of the War.”

Iu prefacivg these extracts we stated that so
much of the Report as is already before us would,
if inserted at large, fill nearly if not all the four
peges of our paper. Three-fourths of it is occu-
pied with the military servie:s of Gen. McClellan,
commeneing with his appointment as the successor
of Gen. Scott, and coming down to November last,
when he was relieved of the command of the Army
of the Potomae. The pumber of his foroes, his |
m ) vements, bis delays, his repeated calls for rein-
forcemeunts, his differences with the President aud
General in-Chief, his alleged failure to provide pro
per protection fur the national capital, &o, with |
wuch of which our readera are already fumiliar, are
pasred in review more or less at large, and inter-
spersed with uufavorable views of his operations in
the ficld,'based upon the opinions of other officers
who were called befure the committee.

We ruppose it is understood by every intelligent
reader, in advance of the perusal of the report, that
it is s digest mede by the Committee, scoording to
their own views of its bearing, from the large mass
of the testimony they have taken in the prosecution
of their protracted investigations.

The cummittee state that they bave taken the
testimony cf *“ nearly two hundred witnesses, almost
entirely men in the mi'itary service of the Govern-
ment, inclading about ome hundred CGenerals,”
and that while they have not failed to take the tes-
timony of witnesses in relation to military opera-
tions in other partsof the country, and also upon va-
ricus subjects to which their sttention has been
specially directed by Congress and the War Depart-
ment, the principal part of the testimony taken by
them, and which we understand to be very volumin-
ous, relates to the Army of the Potomsc and those
subjects more immediately connected with its ope-
rations.

On reading the report compiled by the commit-
tee from the great masa of testimony that has natu-
rally accumulated under the examination of  two
hundred witnesses, almost entirely men in the mili-
tary service of the Government, including about
one hundred Generals,” the first thing that has
struck us with surprise is the remarkable fast that
smong them all, #o far as appears from the digest
made by the committee, there is nothing that does
not bear more or less hardly against Gen. McClel-
lan. It seems to us very extraordinary that two
hundred men should be s0 unenimous in their opin-
jons, if the digest of the committee be, as it should
be, an exhaustive reduction of the whule evidence
rather than a selection of so much as tends in a
single line of direction.

The committee modestly state that, in express-
iog opinions on military operations in the field,
they ““do not undertake to form and’ express opin-
jons of their own, but content themselves with set-
ting forth those expressed in clear testimony by
military men whose education sod experience en-
title them to speak confidently on those subjects
pertaining to their profession.”” Eince, then, the
members of the committee have no opinions of
their own to express on these subjcots, we could
wish that, in giving their compilation of the testi-
mony, they bad more frequently ecabled us to per-
eeive in whose words they were spesking, or by
whose suthority they were influenced in proscunc-
ing certain judgments on the military events which
form the subject of their review. 8o greatly bave
we felt this want, sud £0 numerous are the lacuns
which, with the official papers elsewhere attainable
by us, we have been able to detect in this exposi-
tion, that we prefer to suspend the publiestivn of
80 much of the Repert as relates to the campaign
in the Virgivia Peviosula uotil we can bave the
advantrge of comparing the committee’s ““ F eport”
with the mass of the evidence from which it is re-
duced, provided we can ascertaio that the testimony
will scon be placed within our reach. If, however,
we fiod that the testimony is to be long beld in
reserve, we may feel it necessary to give the ver-
dict of the committee in sdvance of the publication
of the faots on which it purports to be based; for,

“ little as such a eourse comports with our views of

propriety or justice, it may be rendered necessary
by the priority which the committee bave given to
their “ verdiot” rather than to all the facts of
the case. ' '

It is also s source of regret to us that the com-
mittee, in undertaking to give a history of the
Peninsula Campaigo, should have been so destitute
of the intelligence to be derived from official
reports detailing the transactions of that campaign.
They state that * the report of Gen. Barnaid is
the only report of the officers engaged ia the cam-
prign of the Peninsula which they bave obtained.”
This is very surprising when it is koown that
peveral otber reports have been published by the
press from Generals Hooker, Heintz:lman, and
others, relating to interesting parts of that cam-
paign ; and when, moreover, the committee state that
¢« for a long time they were in constant communioa-
tion with the President and his Cabinet, and ne-
glected no opportunity of at once laying before him
the information acquired by them in the course of
their investigations,”” we wonder that geutlemen so
eager o impart useful information to the ‘* Presi-
dent snd his Osbinet” should mot have been
equally eager to derive similar information from
others. Auny well-informed journalist could have
directed their attention to other reports than the
paper of Gou. Barnard, from whioch they report at
sush length ; sud, indeed, we could have directed
them to still another letter of that officer, from

. which they might have borrowed some very in-

structive suggestions. We allude to his le‘ter ad-
dressed to Mr. William Heory Hurlbert, the trans-
lator of the movograph of 1he Prince de Joinville
oo the Peninsular Campaign, and in whioh, among

other judicious reflections, General Baruard wroto

s follows 1

“1t is probable that armiss of such magnitude were
pever before (in modern timens) opposed to each other in n
omntry so wooded and of ruch impassable roads as that 1y
which bus beeo our thestre of war, and none but thoss who

advautsges whick these ciroumalancos aonfor uy oo the de-
frpor—the difficulties thrown upon the oficnave.

“In the recent campaign sga nat Rishmond it mey be
s8id that we never gew the arm) to which we were oppoe-
ed, nor could we judge wi'h moy approsch to sceuracy
where It was and bow 1t wes di-posed. Heueos the besita-

tivos are uuk own.

mlitary i perations, we huve brei permitted to have no
s'ngle will to rule —no voty of planor purpose. }wt onl
dues this epply to the direction of military operations, bu
even to the utjet of the wir—to the sppointment of the
G-persl. to eommnnd.  Political or sectionsl iufluerces
have disturbed our coursels or fiustrat~d our plius. The
army .f Gen. MeCle |.n wes no souner pushed into the fleld
thu it was civided under five different cowmanders, each
iudép ntent of the other.

“ If we bave s+en no indication as yet of that commsnd-
ing ability aud foree of will which w.uld, if left unt-am-
me led, ereate uni y of action aud give room for skill in
execution, (qualitiea certninly puseesscd by 'he head «f the
rebel g verument,)-we shou'd at least remember Nopo-
leon’s spborisw, that one bad Genera: is better thau two
good ones Independent of each other and aeting in the
sawme theatre of war."”

We are sorry that the committee did not elicit
from Gen. Barnard the views he thus publicly
appounc d in another quarter, fur, as they seem
to bave a great rsp ot for his eritical judgment
on the blunders of the emmpaign, he wight have
helped them to some useful ivferences as to *“the
pol tieal or sectional influcnces which bave dis-
turbed our counsels and frustratcd our plans”
And this leads us to exjress, in conclusion, our
regret that the counntry is atill deprived of the in.
telligence for which the Senate applied at the very
opening of the late session of the last Congress
lo the official report of the proceedings of the
8:nate on last December Hth wo fiad the following

record :

“ Mr. SHERMAN. I move to take up for eonsideration
the resnlution I+ flered yesterday.

“'I'he motion was pgreed 10; and the Benate proceeded
to ennsider the followiug. res lution :

** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to
commuuicate to the 5 nate. if not iucompatihle with the pub.
ic service, u'l ¢ rrespondencs telesrims, locters, nnd reporta
concerni g the miliary « perations of the Army «f 1he Foto-
mar since ite withdrawal from Huarrison'a anling, and all
correapond-nce, lelta s, telegrums, »nd repo 18 rela iIng to the
sariende” of Harper's Ferry, and the testim my rakcn before
the commitiee o lovesmlyaiion upou such suriender.

“Mr. SuMNER. I sugeest to the Sepator from Ohio
wheth r it would not be expedirnt to mske the ell a little
bronder, s0 as to cover the whole movements of the Army
of the Put mse from the tim - it lef Wash ngton.

“ Mr. SH¥RMAN. The Secretary of War hasinformed us
in his annual report that, wunder a previous call of the Se-
nale, thut will be communicated, and therefore 1 do not wish
to d-ﬁlimu the information.

r. SUMNER. 1f tuat 18 the case I sball not press my
suggestion.
* Mr. GriMes. T beg to inquire of the Benator from

Okio to what ‘committee of investigation’ he alludes?
Does be mean the court of inqu'ry that sat by order of 1he
Becretary of War to investigate the trenssctinns growing
out'of the aurrendsr of Harper's Forry 1 If wo, itis not
properly drsigoated. It was not a ‘committse of investi-
gitin,’” but & * court of inquiry,’ which is & techmical
term.

“Mr BHErRMAN. If the Sepa'or thinks the deseription
is mot correct, [ ask to have the proper worda—' enurt of
inquiry’'—ivserted. 1 thought it was a were committee.

“Mr. GuiMes.  No, mir.

“The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is enmpatent for
the B-nator from Obio to modify bis own resvlutivn, and
it will be a0 modificd. g

*The resolution, as modified, was adopted.”

And, again, uoder the date of last December
8th we find a record of the following proceeding

had in the Senate:

“ Mr. BuMNeR. I offer a resnlution which 1s in the na-
ture of an smendwent to one tuat was passed by the
Bennte on Fridey last:

** Resolved, Thut the call npon the Secrs tary of War for all
| correepoud-nee, te'egrams, and report« eoncerning the mili

‘my op -ration- of the army «f the Pt mae, be extended
| 0 a8 10 embrace all sochk pupers from the irst movement of
| tu's army.”

“The resolulion wae con-ider.d by unsoimous consent
| and agreed 10."

| And yet, notwithstanding this call on the part
of the Bcnate, and notwithstandiog the announce-
ment made by the Secretary of War in his last re-
port, when he siid that * the communications be-
tween the Department and the respective com-
manders were prepared under a resolution of the
Senate at the last session, avd will be transmitted
to Congress whenever you [the President] shall be
pleased to give your sancti.n,” no such official ex-
position as the Senate acked has ever been allowed
to see the light, and the country is left to eke out
its intelligence respecting the official communiea-
tious which have attecded the operations of our
army in the best way it cav, either through such
unauthenticated doeuments ss bave found publicity
lin the newspaper reports of courts-martiel, or in
such truneated and clandestine publications asthat
made io the case of }iz Joho Porter, or in such
ex-porte records as that now b: fore us prep rel by
the Committee on the * Conduct of the War.”

Why there should be so much retic:nce prae-
tised in regerd to tho publioati-n of pipers already
prepared for trapsmission to Coogress, but never
| transmitied, pusses our power of comprehension on
| any theory save such as our respeot for the Presi-
I dent would forbid us to furm, if we did not chari
|tably suppose that he has forgotten to give tho
| “ranction’ for which Mr. Stanton, at the date of
'inditiog his last report, announced himself to be
waiting. How much longer shall the Secretary,
and the couatry with him, b: o led to wait for the
President’s sanction to 1he officiul publication of
documents “ prepared” for publication in answer
to a call of the Senate? What usefal or honest
purpose is subserved by their looger suppression !
The country wantn to read these papers in an offi-
cial shape and in their entirety, without euppres-
sions and without notes or comments to make them
mean what somebody or anybody may desire to
make them mean.

IMPORTANT LEGAL DECISION.

Judge TrEAT, of the United Btates Cireuit Court for
the district of Misaouri, on Saturday [wat gave ao import
aot drcision in the onses of the United States vs. four hun-
dred and fifty bales of eotton, snd the United States vs,
the st ambost Planet, for going from Heleva to Delia and
Friar's Point, in November last, aud taking supplies to
p auters residing iu that region, and bringing back the cot-
ton condewned iu this exse. By th= gonelusions reached
by the court, ike property traosported and the vessel trans-
porting itwere condewned, notwithstanding an all-ged per-
mit from the wilitary authorities at Helevs. The St. Loule
[Republican says:

" In rendering his declsion Judge Treat bald that under
the acts of Conyress, and the Pirpident's proclamnion pur-
suant 1k reto, all commereinl jutercourse with the ingur.
recrionary iated, or teyond the military lipes of the Ui«
bed Stntes foroes, is or b bited without a | erone 1herefor
by the Presid-ot, through the Becretary of the Frewury.
Whilst widitery offic-re nave full authority to prevent «ven
peraous with heeuses (rom passing through or bey oud 1heir
linen, when wilitary operations dowand sueh setion, no mili.
tary commander haw any lawful authority o graot a license
to any «ne to poas beyoad his lives for ermmercinl enter-
prires. UM the expedition beyond the lia-w is merely for
wilitary purpos: s, 1t s subject solsly to m litary contiol ;
but it must oot be for mixed military and eommercial ob
Jeots. Under the law ny wiisry eommander has any su-
thority to license trade with the qiami-enemy o untry.
Heuce the permits granted at Helena under alieged miii-
tary authority, to buy and sblp ¢ tion irsm points outside
| of the lives of the Unitad Siates furees, or to ship suppl ea
| by way of trade, to such exterior pointe were void | and

such ootton sod supplien aud t o veasels or vehicles
trapeporting the sawe are forfeited, Property to the
amount of $113,000 was condcwned by the court under
thin desieion."

have experisnced them onn well sppreciale the esormous !

tion in attacking su enemy whuse numbars and disposi- | fu

* In plage of the un ty of purpese and iron will in exe. |
cution which have beew the advantage of the Coofedera'e | DODE

¢ | ments, on the capaeity of the President, us dis-

Buch portions of the Report wads by the Com-
mitteo on the Conduet of the War ns wo have al-
ready luid before our ronders must have left a paio-
| impression on thelr minds in at least one of its
aspeots,. Wo a'lude to the imputations it casts,
the less sigoificant becsusc not presented in
the shape of formal secusatiovs and bitter impeach-

played by his management of the war. These
blows are uot always simed at him over the heads
of the men whom he is represented to have retuin-
ed in military command long after their incompe-
tency had been demonstrated to ecertain others,
(especially to the members of the martial commit-
tee,) but are sometimes direct in their delivery and
application.

It was doubtless foreseen by the committee that
they oould not arraign the military character acd
oonduot of Gen. MoClellan, from the begiun vg of
the sutumn of 1861 down to the period of his re-
moval in November, 1862, without at the ssme
time arraignirg the President, who so persisteutly
swod b.twien thew and theobjeotof their nssuules,
Aund rthat there might b2 no doubt #8 to the bear.
ing of their report in this regard, they prefuce it
by layiog the ultimate responaibility for the failure
“to put down the rcbellion’” on the shoulders of the
Ezxeoutive, “ whose duty it was rightfully to apply
the means” so lavishly farnished by Coogress aud
the people. To this effect they argue as follows :

“The Administration called by the people to the head
“of the Govervment, in this the most eritical period of the
nition's history was more promptly and d‘:ﬂz supported
than that of any other Government of wh story has
preserved wny record, The call of the Presid«nt for money
and men bad been more than-comulied with; no legislation
which he had deemed necessa yh «d been denied by Congress;
und the people hnd must nubly and geneiously rupported
snd sustained what their representatives ba prowised in
their name. The same Congress, iresh from their co s'i-
tuents, had sgain mer, and there could b= no d ubt that ae
they had before aciod so would they eontinue to sot. It
uerds but to refer to the history of ttha* C-.n:; a:; Just
cliued, \ts prompt and thorough action, «l thing t Zeow

tive with lhm , placing at ris disposal all the
resources of men nJ money Woich this nation po<srased,
to prove that your comumittes judged rightly that Covgress
oeeded no prompting from them to do its entire duty, Not
upon those whuse duty it was to provide the mesns neces

#ary to put down the rebeliivn. but upon those whose duty it
was 10-rightfully apply those means, and the age 13 THEY
EMPLOYED for that purpose, rests the blame, if nny,
that the bopew of the nstivn buve not bren realized, aud ite
expectations have beeu so long disappointea.”

It was unnecessary to be any more explicit than
this, and the public press has not been slow to
apprehend the drift of the report. For instance,
that ardent Admidistration paper, the New York
Evenirg Post, points the bearing of the committee’s
disclosures in the following moral which it deduces
from the report:

** This report will be read by millions, but if there 18 one
by whom we could bope that it wuuld be read more at-
teutlively than any body else it is Abrakam Lincoln F r
we capnot disguise from our.elves that, aithough the dis-
asters and failures of the Army of tbe Potomne were
immedisely owmg to General MeClellan whils he hed 11 e
commnnd, the ultimate responsibility for them rests upon
the President. 1t is no answer to sny thar, having neither
military ecueation nor military experiene-, he eould not
be expected to koow auy thing «f wilitary wa'ters. He
is expert«d—nnd the eountry must hold him to the fulfii.
went of the expectation—to knw the difference between
a good general and sn incomperent one. He is expecred
to know #n: ueh of wen 10 select, for the diff rent ngercies
through which the powers o' G veri mentex rt themselves,
thore who ¢ n best serve their country. He 1s expi c'ed
to employ the ab'est' men to le.d cur srmice—1h~ fitteat
wen to cowmand our fl-ate—the wwen who h ve gone most
deeply into the science of military eampnig ving, to connael
bim i the couduct of the war. Thin s his d ity. avd the
country will elaim it striet perforu anes.  He has vo right
to keep an officer in commsud & womeut uf er bis ufitness
is made spparent.”

Journals not professing any politieal friendship
for the President manifest under this head a ten-
derpess for his reputation.that quite exceeds the
* faithful wounds” of his friends, who rejoic: in
the exposures of this manifesto, some of them we
presume because they really have not sagacity
enough to perceive the recoil of the blows on the head
of the President, and some, doubtless, because they
nold the President in ill-disguis:d contempt while
professing to be his supporters. Among the
journals which concur with the Evening Post in
its view of the tendency of these disclo:ures, tut
are dispcaed to speak with kind considcration of the
part sssigned in them to the President, we may
cite the Journal of Commeree, & Democratie paper.
In its cowments on the Committe's Report, so
far as tbat report bears against the I’resident, it
EAYS :

“What the committee ib'nk and say about Gen. Me-
Clellan is of little impor ance, since they are by no means
] dges of wehitary mst ers.  But the exposure of the gene.
ral conduct of th- war whieh they did n t intend to m-ke;
but whien in wade by their repore, boa ita volus  We ar-
impresved with the groat t uh, which shines out of their
whole story, that the relations botw: en the Piesident and
Gen. MeCirllan were of the m st kind nnd cordial char
acter, and that Mr. Linculy seews to have been earn-stly
desirous of supporting MeClellan in 1§« military opers-
tions, but that the interterence of just such wen vs 1his
eommittee prevented the houest, enrnest dewires of the
President, and destroyed the bope of the country in the
armies under McCinllan. The kindly and most sinceie
tone of the President (except when his words para through
the bande of vther permone) 1 always visible, and the pi-
triovie and noble utterances of McClellan always resp nd
fully and unmistakably. Th- politieal partisana who came
between the President and MeClellan have been the curse

of the ovuntry. They have ruined s magn:ficent srmy ana
prolonged the war incefinitely "

But there is a part of this report, embraced in
the portions already laid before our readers, which
is in the nature of & direct accusation against the
President, who, in exercising his functions as consti-
tutional Commander-in-Chief, ia charged with hav-
iog frustrated an important movement of the Army
of the Potomac while it was under the command
of Gen. Burnside, and to have done this at the
suggestion of men who, in making their communi-
ontions to him, though with bis approbation, were
5o much out of the line of their duty that they
deserved, in the estimation of Gea. Halleck and
(Gien. Barnside, to be *“at onee dismissed the ser-
vice.”” And, as if this was not enough, the com-
mittee proceed to disclose facts which create o pus-
picion that either the President, or Gen. Halleck,
or Mr. Beeretmry Stanton had allowed *the de-
tails” of a wmeditated cxpedition, planved by
Gen. Burnside, to #0 far travspire that  they
became known to the rebel sympathizers in Washe
ington, thereby rendering that plan impracti.
cable.” These are very damaging exposares, The
blunt terms in which they are made by the eom-
mittee and published to the world imply no reserve
 on their part, either out of personal respect fur the
| President and bis two priocipsl military advis-
ers, or out of regard for the official position he fills
in the eyes of the people at this crisis, when it in
#0 important that the charaoter of the President
should not be lightly esteemsed. We shall proceed
to quote in this analysis the precise words of the
committee, in making their representations against
Mr. Ligoola for bis conduet in arresting the expe-
ditiop meditated by Gon. Burnside after the dis-

THE ATTACK ON THE PEESIDENT. i

It appeses that an the 20th of Docemaber last an
eotive command of Geo.
Burocide w prepare thres days’ vocked rations ; to
bave their wagons filled with ten diys’ small rae
tions, if possible ; to have from tea to twelve dayy’
supply of beef cattle with thom ; to take forage
for their teaws asd their srillery aod cavalry
horses, and the requisite amount of smmuai ion—
ia fact, to be ia a couditisn to move a: twelve
hours’ notice. Shortly after that order was issurd
Gen. Jobn Newtou and Gen. John Cochrane came
up to Washiogton on lcave of absence. Previous
to obtuining leave of absence from Gen. Fravklin,
they iaformed him and Geo. William F. Swith
that when they came to Washington they should
take the opportunity to represent to some one in
suthoricy here the dispirited condition of the army,
and the dunger there was in attemptivg any move-
ment sgainst the enewy at that tune.  Of the par-
ticular movement planved by Gen. Burnride they
had no knowledge. While in the oity they sought
aod obtaived an interview with the President, and
the purport and results of that interview are de
seribed by the committee as follows :

“ Gen Newton opened the subject to the President
At fi st the Presideot, a8 Geu, Newton « xpresses ir, * very
raturally eoneeived that they bhad eime there for the pur-
pos- of injuring Gen. Buinside, and »uggesting som= oith r
perron (o fill his place’ Gen. N wton states that, whil-
he firmly brlieved that the principal cuuee of the dispirited
¢ dition of the simy was the want of confideuce in ihe
wilj ary capne tv ot Gen Buriside, he duewed it impro-
per to ruy w0 to the FPresidest * right »quare cut,’ and
therefore endenvored to convey the sume wuea indireetly,
When usked if | e considered it uny less improper to do such
a thiug iondirvet'y than it waa to du it direotly. be qualified
his previous seacrtion by saying that his objeet was to in
form th+ President of what he considered to be the con-
dition of the army, in the hops that the Preaidant would make
inquiry and 'earu the ‘true cuuse for hiwself, Upon per
ceiviug thisimpression upon the wind of the President, Gens
Newton and Cochrane etate that they hastened to asure
the Preaideut that he wus o tirely inistaken, and so fur suc-
ceeded that at the close of the intrreicw the Piesident said
to them he was gl d they had called upon him, and that he
huped that good would result from the irterviow.

* 1o return to Gen. Burnside, Tne cavulry expedition
hed start d ; the brigude of intantry de'ailed to accompnny
it bad eroesed the Ruppabaunock at Richard's Ford, and
re'urned by way of Ellis’s Ford, L-aviug the way clear for
the cavalry to cross at Kelly's Furd. The duy they had
nrranged to make the crossing General Burnside received
from the Pres-dent the folliwing tlearsin: * L hooe good
reason for saying that yow must not make ¢ general move-
ment without letting me know of it '

*Gen. Buriside «tat d that he eould not imagine, at the
time, what reason the Prosident ¢ uld buve tor serding
him such » telegram. Noue of the officers of his smmany,
except one or two of his ataff who had remai ed in enwp,
had been t.ld any thing of bis plan beyond the simple fuct
that @ mov ment was to be made. Ho could ouly supposr
that the despa ch related in wome way to important mili-
tary movements in other parts of the country, iu which it
was 1 e¢: 83Ty to have co- peratio .,

“Upon the reeeivt of th.t telegram steps were imme
distely tken t balt ihe ewary exp-dition where it.than
was (a' Kelly's Pord) until furib-r orders. A p rtion of
it was +hortty afte rwards sent off 10 inercept Stuart, who
had just mnde a raid to Dimfiies n1d the ncighburbood of
Fairfax Couri-house, which it fuled to do.

“Gen Buraside cams to Wa bingto to ascertain from
the Preaider t the true stat=of the ewve.  H- was informed
by the President that some Geveral officera from the army
of the Potomne, whose names he declined to give, had call d
urr n bim snd represented that Gen, Buroside contew-
plated soon wnking & wovement, aud that th+ army was
o di-prrited and deworal zed that any attempt to make a
movewment at that thms mu-t ro-ult i dissster; thar no
promin-ut officers in the army of the Putowse were in
favor of » by wovement at 1bat time.

* Gen. Burpside informed the Piesident that none of his
officers 1 ad been lo-med what hs plan was, and then
pr ceedrd to explain it in detail to the Pres dent. e urg-d
upon the Precitent to grant bim perwission to carry
«n, but the President declined 1o d» so at tha time Gen
Hall ck and Beciet-ry B onton wers sout for, and ihen
learned, for the first time, of the Piesident's action m stop -
ping the movement; alth, u:h Gen Halle k was previou ly
nWare that & v ovrmeot was comtemplated by Geu Burn-
side. Gen. Halleck, with Gen. Burnsile, teld that he
officers who hnd wnde those repressutatious to the Presis
dent »hould be at once diswisaca the sérvice.

*Gen Buarnside r-msive! bere st thet tim»y for two
drys, but no coielusion was resched u on tha subject,
When ke returi ed 10 his ¢ unp be l-arned that ma y of the
deials of the gemerol m vement a-d the details of the cap.
alry expedition had become known to th. rebel sympathiz rs
in Washingron, thereby renvering that plan impracticable
Wie: asked to wh w he had ¢ mmub cated nis plans he
stated that he had told mo ome in Wa:hington except the
Prosudent, Sceretury St mton, and Gen. Halleck; snd in
hi« eamp none knew of it exeapt 016 or two ol his staff
ufficere, who had remained in camp all the time Ha pro-
fesncd himsell unabe to tell bow bis pluos had becoms
koown to the enewy.”

Let us recapi ulate the fac's set forth in this
narrative : Two officers, in performiog a service for
which they deserved,in the judgment of Gen. Burn-
side aud Gen. Halleck, to be at once dismissed from
the army, succecd in 80 far winning the ear of the
President that © he said to them he was glad they
bad called wpon him, and that he hopsd good
would rcsuli from the interview.” The aotual re-
sult of the ioterview was an order of the President
suspending the operations of Gea. Buroside, be-
cause, as he said, “he had good reason'’ for de-
mandirg such a suspension, alluding to the repre-
sentations confidentially made by Gens. Ccchrave
and Newon, and which, whatever may have been the
informality of their e mwuniecation, were accepted
by the President ss furnishing * good reasous” for
boldiog Gen. Burnside in check. That is, the
President adopted their reasons as his own, and
thus threw over the hesds of the officers makiog
these statements the protecting shield of the Com-
mandor-in-Chief. To have afterwards puaishcd
them for making communioa'ions on which he had
acted would have been, of course, to atultify him-
self and wrong the officers with whom he had made
himself pariic ps eriminis if any crime had been
committod.

But the matter did not end here. The commit-
tee report that Gen. Burnside repaired to Wash.
ington and prooceded to explain to the President
the details of the plan. The President, still under
the influence of the representations confidentially
made by the cfficers whose names he declined to
give, refused Vis assent to Gien. Burnside's pro-
jeet. And it is whilo mattors are st this stage that
Gen. Halleck (who nominally kolds the office of Gen-
eral-in-Chief while the President is found to perform
its duties in nesrly every critical junoture that is
brought to light) learns for the first time of the
President’s action in stopping the movement. Gen
Burnside remuins in Washington two days, con-
fides the d.tsils of his plars to nobody in Wash.
ingtm except t'e President, Sceretary Stanton,
and Gen. Halleek, and then returns to his army,
only to find that these details had “ become known
to reb:l sympathizess” in this city, and that thereby
bis plan was rendered impracticable. Tt is not di-
reoly charged that the President, Gen. Halleok, or
Mr. Stanton had exposed these military secrets,
but as it is stated that nobody in Gen. Burnside’s
army knew what they were except oue or two staff
officers ¢ who had remained in camp all the time,”
the committco leave the veceseary inferencs to be
drawn that the ““rebel sympathizers” in this oity had
obtained their news direotly or indireotly through
one or other or all of the high funolionaries above
designated.

We could have wished that these sorrowful in-
nuendoes might bave been avoided, and that the
fuots on which they are bascd might bave been sup-
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pressed, especially when they are capable of a on-
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Patruction boererahle ta the seod Intentions of all the

pere © voncer 0. Lot what g cd cun comwe from
such exposures \ending to inpesch, on presemptive
grounds, the prulsses o use ur saother of the
high personuges obisrged more or less with the
oonduet of the war! What is ssid to damage
Gen. MoClellan, whether it is just or mot, cin
rflect only on him or on those who seek his de-
gradution. He is io retirement, and will ot per-
haps be called to do service again under this Ad-
mivistration. But the President, the General-in-
Chicf, snd the Seoretary of War should not be
heedlessly ooupled with sssociationa that tend, so
far as they bave any tendency at all, to draw their
character for capacity or prudence into popular
suspicion and disrepute. 'We are sure that all fair
winds will conour with the New York Journal of
Commeroce in the following refloctions on this un-
fortunate exhibition :

“ What sball be said of the bold intimation by this com-
mitt-e against the President, Becretary of War, aud Gen.
Hnlleck—the intimation that they betrayed Boroside's
sverets to the enewy? It is the moat gress nttack ever
mnd- by & committee of Coogress on Cabinet or President.
Doubtlran it was iotended to be direoted at the
8 eroary of War snd Gen. Halleck, but this committee

.do not besitate to publieh the President’s name as one of

three persone intrusted with 1hose seciets, on whom they
suspect the rerporsibility of their betrayal rests. It is un-
uegessaTy to asy that so grosd a charge, uonus ained by a1 y
ro.f, when there must have beea scores of methodain which
fw secre's might have leaked out, is disgrac-ful to the
charaeter of the enmmittee and subj-e’s thew to public
mdiguntion. Io all their attacks upon Genersl MeClellan
they vn'y charge him with too mueh e~uti-n, to mueh eare
of the lives of his men. But in dealing with the higher
authorities st Wul;i.naton they make a mure serious charge,
and they will be to strict necount heresfrer for it.
The whole story sbout (len. John Cochrane and the Pre
'll""" i# one which should never have seen the light; or,
il published, should have been accompanied wita fuller
elatements than these insiouations of the comwittee

If we could wish that the President might have
been apared the humiliations of this exposure, and
that the insinustion of having divulged important
military secrets might not have been cast either
upon him or his two distinguished subordinates, it
is none the less proper, now that the esclandre has
occurred, that the moral which it teaches should
b: distinetly drawn.

Accordingly, we think it will be admitted by all
that the President should not appoint any General
to the command of an army, or retain any General
in such command, who has so forfeited the oconfi-
dence of his Government that his movements cen
be arrested at the unofficial and clandestine sug-
gestion of two of his subordinate officers, This is
not ouly a matter of decorum but a plain and
elementary priociple of military sdministration.

In the second place, this disclosure serves to set
once more in & clear light the undcfined nature of the
pusition held by General Halleck under the existing
military system of the Administration, if that can
be called & system where system there wonld seem
to be none.  For as before we have had the spee-
tacle of & General-in-Chief left by the President in
toral ignorance as to the plans of Gen. McClellan,
80 now we have the speotacle of a General-in-Chief

who, though apprized that Gen. Burnside medi-

tated & movement, was not apprized by the Presi-
dent that the mov. ment had been suspended at his
own iostance. Awud so litile were Gen. Halleck
and the Secretary of War enlightened as to the true
state of the facts that they urgad the President to
dismisa the two officers on whose information he
had acted, as though the President, after he hsd
made their opinions his own, could have honorably
puvished them for giviog bim counsel which he
had judged to be more reliable than that of all his
other advisers put together. For he acted on the
advice of Generals Cochrane and Newton, without
thinking it necessary to take either Gen. Burnside
or Gen. Halleck or the Becretary of War into his
confidence. The President doubtless knows better
than we do how much the opinions of Gen. Halleck
are worth in deciding & military question, but it
scems to us that while the latter holds the post of
General-in-Chief he should at least be treated with
the respect due to his office. If thus far he has
failed to fulfil the expeotations of either the Presi-
dent or the country, may it not be becanse of the
very limited field within whioh he is permitted to
display bis abilities ?

LETTER OF TIIE LATE JUDGE PETIGRU.
We have the pleasure to give to our readers
below a letter written by the late venerable Judge
Periervu, of Charleston, a man who dared to
true under the fhost trying circumstances in the
worst of times. The letter was addressed to the
Hon. Reveaoy Jornson, of Maryland, who had
sent to the Judge a eopy of the procecedings of a
reat Union weetiog which had just been held in
sltimore, snd embracing the eloquent and pa-
triotic speech made by Mr. Juhoson on the oooa-
sion. The recont publication in our paper of the
letter of a kindreg apirit, the late distinguished
William C. Prestos, of South Carolioa, reminded
a friend of the letter of Mr. P., which he had
secn in Mr. Johnson's o:sion, and at his re-
quest & oopy was yielded fur publication. It is
subjoined :
CHARLESTON, APRIL 16, 1861,

My DEAR BiR : [ came in with the Constitution which
went into operation only s few weeks before I saw the
light; and I have « vor devoutly believed that Union is our
greateat interest. Uufo tunately for me, my counirymen
have, in the course of the last fifty years, taken up the
idea that it was a mistake, and that cotton in our greatest
iuterest. The universnlity of the eotton dostrine, by which
I am surrounded, had o sort of influence over my way of
thivking, nud I have the misforiuns of witnessing, day by
day, manifestations of enthusinam in which I have not the
sighteat partisipation. You may be sure, then, of my
ready and bearty concurrence in your sble and lucid argu-
meat aguinst the right of seosssion ; for the Uniun would
be but a precarious possesiion if it stood upon the muta-
ble ground of the popular opinion of expediency from day
to dny. In fact,'f it bat been authori‘atively proclsimed
at the time of its adop*ion that it was only binding as lung
as it received the voluntary adbasion of the several Btates,
it n-ver would have been adopted at «ll ; for people would
have justly sid that it was no improvement on the Con-
federscy. For the Confederscy would have answered all
its purposes if It could have been sure of the voluotary
adberence of the seseral States to the duties that were
submitted to their frée arbitrament.

There is no doubt the men of 1757 Jid undertake & new
thing in attempting to divide the civil power between the
Nution and the Sia‘e, 5o as to leave esch of them sovereign
within their several spheres. But our secessionists pre-
tond that they did nol mean it. You have shown to de-
monstration that this pretence of the secesrioniate is
groundless,

I hope there is sufficient good eose in the Maryland
people to discorn the right and to fullow it, and T might
woll envy you for haging such an audience to appeal to.

What ia to be the énd of all this seoms to me inseruts-
ble. Bat sven if the Gulf Btates and Bouth Carolios do
flake off forever, I will never censs to witness with joy
whatever looresses the presperity sud honor of the United
Btates, Yours, truly,

. J. L. PETIGRU.
The Hon. RevERDY Jounson, Baltimore.

A FEW USEFUL SUNGESTIONS.

The writer of thy rubjoin 1 lotter, b ivg aware
that we wre ot lo the babit of nutivieg auGnymous
comwuuications, mesnt doubdess nothiog more
than to give us & private sad fricudly hiat on
point a8 to which, from our went of “means or
espsiility of judgiog,” we ure, he conceives, in
some danger of beiog led astray.  But as his let-
ter, notwithstanding the irregularity under which
it reaches us, uffurds uws u good opportusity for
suying a few timely words in response to h's friend-
ly suggestion, we have determived to give it in-
scrtion in our eolumns,
-apondent writes as follows :

y PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 2, 1863,
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

GENTLEMEN ¢ Lo reading your valuable papar from time
to time—to wheh 4 regu'arly subseribe— q nutize a con.
slant endeavor ou your part to bring wen. MeClellsn into
favorable remeabrance, much wore so than any vne else
among the relieved officers of the ssme grade in the army,
If you ean show, by uny relinble facts, good ground for
such partia'ity, it is well. I am acqunted with this gen-
tlemsn and bis family, and therefore know sumething of
the capable and inenpsble parts of ths wembers of the
family, and kiow also, whilst baving the best perninal feel-
ing towsrds them as individuals, that the Geners! is now
mueh overrated by wany pevple, chicfly by thoss who
bave no meaus or capablity of judging. at least of the
difference between the genuie and the reveise. I may
ulso add that he hus been fu ly eoufided in and b d for
all thut bhe has den-, buth in oresnzig sod leading the
arwy under his ¢ mmaud ; and, 1 am sor y to say, ss one
baving every confid-nce in the grear eivil power of the
Innd and its ageit, (the Guverument st Washington. ) that
the suburdivate and military wim, under the lead of Mo-
Clellan, has resulted in wueh delny and loss «f valusble
lives, and theiefure much barw 10 the just ciuee of Lhe
country. In eorc'usion, permit me to sdd 1hat those de-
siguiig snd insidious men who are sow plotting to ivtro-
duce the usme of McClellan to the public as a mariyr to
the eaure (to rerve their own awbitious purposes) will
find themselves anticipaled. Yours, BUBSCRIBER.

With the members of Gen. MoClellan’s family
we do not conceive that we have any thing to do.
The advantage posscssed by our asonymous cor-
respondent in kuowing tomething of ¢ the capable
and inczpable parts of the members of this fawily”
may be such as to justify him in tho eonvietion
that the Genersl is “ now much overrated by
many people.” Uunder this heed we have nothing
to say, for we have never scen any members
of Gen. McClellen’s family, as indecd we have
never seen the General himself, or had any cor-
respondence with bim, direct or iodirect, It
hes been our disadvantage (or cur advantage) to
know him simply by his publie words and acts.
Having no personal prejudices agaiost him and no
prepoesessions in his favor, we have supposed our-
sclves “capsble” of  judging”” him acd his pub-
lie conduet withcut any danger of beiog plidyed,
like mowe, to fiad him always aud infallibly 1izht,
or, like others, always and inevitably wrong.
While he was honored with the confidence of the
Administration und retained by the President in
bigh wilitary eommand we gave him the support
to which we believed Lim cntitled as a faithful and
skilful soldier of the Republie, who, if he did not
deserve all that was claimed for him by some of
his udmirers, had at least not deserved the syste-
matie dctraction with which he was pursued by a
class of politicians always more conspicuous for
their zeul thac their discretion. We suppored,
doubtless in our ignorance, that the confidenoe
and affection won by Gen. McClellan from the
groat majority of his compasions in arms, who
koew him in the camp and oa the fisld of battle,
were as likely to be good evidence of his military
capacity as could be obtained in any other way by
human testimeny.

After he had been relioved from military com-
mand we had hoped that his detractors would
at least give some respite to their assaults. Power-
less to weaken the confidence of either the army or
the great mass of the people in both the patriotism
and the eapability of the dismissed offiser, theso as-
saults were henceforth purely gratuitous, for we
suppose they were not needed, however much so
intended, to prevent the Administration from re-
storing Gea. MeClellan to active service. They
served only to keep alive that irritation and debate
which, after his removal, should bave been rather
appeased than exacerbated by his enemies, if they
had been as discreet ae they aro embittered. All
attacks made upon bim under such circumstances
can only enure to the advantage of his persomal
pepularity, uoless the grounds of that popularity
can be und«rmined more cffectually than was ever
done by vituperation or by ez parte allegations, un-
der whatever color they may be concooted and cir-
culated. ‘

We shall cease to make Gen. McClellan a theme
for remark just so soon as his enemies are willing

is perpetually assuiled, and if, at this stage of his
military oarcer, we 2re called to publish long and
elaborate documeunts in review of his military ope-
rations, we shall necessarily coatinue to treat him
as a “current topio.” Oar correspondent, in sup-
posing bimself to perceive a ““constant endeavor
on our part to bring Gen. McClellan into fuvorable
remembravoe—made much more 0 than any one
else among the relieved officers’ —must be a recluse
who reads only the pages of the National Intelli-
genoer. If others were oontent to leave General
McClellan in the seclusion he adorns by his silence,
we thould have little ocossion to make “remem.
brance” of bim; and if he were never assailed by
partisan rancor, we should have no resson for
essnying the * favorsble' mention which our sense
of justice sometimes impcs+s on us as a duty.

And we would suggest that there is still another
way in which the “ favorable romembranoe’’ of Gen.
McClellan may be for a time postponed, if not per-
[maneatly overlaid ia the popular mind. ILtisin pre-
ocoupying the popular mind with brilliant victories
won by Gen. Hooker on the banks of the Rappa-

haanock, and by Gen. Grant in the trenches before
Vicksburg. These achievements, if we were to
judge from the impatience that attended the move-
ments of Gen. McClellan, bave been already suf.
ficiently long delayed, enpecially when we consider
that the first named offioer, on woceding to the com-
mand of the Army of the Potomao, proposed that
his trcopa should “ give battle to the envmy wher-
ever they oould find bim,"” and when the lasier re-
ceived the applause f the Se of War for
knowing no other strategy than that summed up
in the comprehonsive phrase, « [ roposa to move
immedistoly on your works.’ \_5;... Vicksburg
falls aod Richmoud is oaptured (with the destruo-
tion of the insurgent armios) the friends of Gen.
McClellan, provided they are as patrotic a3 we
take them to be, if they are worthy of him, will
have their moutha too full of exultations and their
hoarts too fall of gratitude t> disturb the most bitter

and uoreloating of his opponents by muk "
tmely “ remembrasos” cither of his yaccesses of of
his misfortunes, ? :

to leave Lim undisturbed in the retirement to which 0
he has been remitted by the President. Bat if he~ '

Qur avonymous corre- ™
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